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FOREWORD

With this number we begin the sccand vear of the "News". The nany words and
letters of appreciation and the increasing number of requests for a place on the
nailing list have pretty well convinced us of the worth of this eoffort, Moregver
Dany records of scientific interost have come in and readsrs are urged to forward
more of these, The unique record of the Mourning Dove given below nearly sscaped
us and nost certainly would have if it had occurred in any octher locality.

It has boen suggestzd that this ‘evartnent of the Museun spoasor a study group
for Nature Study for adults somewhat sinilar to ths ¥aturc Club for boys now being
conductod, We will be gla’l to do this if a sufficiont nunber of persons in th
Saint John area express their intersst an? are willing to pledge their support for
nonthly meetings, If you arc interosted let us know.

W. A, SQUIRES, CURATOR,

LA A I I B B B T SO RN

In our last issue we mentioncd that tho Mountain Ash borries were still abun-~
dant at Saint John late in November, As soon as the snow covered the ground in
Docember groeat flocks of Starlings began to congregate and in a very few days the
.2rries were gone, Then prosunably mogt of tha Starlings wont south, although a
foew stay all wintor at Saint Johm. N6 wonder we see so fow Pine Groghosks now,
They used to feed on thesc berries all winter before these newe mers arrived,

Henrik Deichmann reported a Great Blue Horon in the Little River Marsh at
Bast Saint John on December 15, 1950, This is the latest recors for this species
in New Brunswiclk, but I have two old reports from Grand Manan for Decembor, This
bird fishos where the water is not too deep to wade and there is little %n prevent
1t spending a mild winter ncar the Bay of Fundy shore,

On December 5th, I had two Dovekies reported to me which had been found, one
alive and the other dead, near Saint Jolm. As ususl these nust be regarisd as
strays driven in by storms from the great flocks found at this tinme of the year
nearcr the open atlantic, If we had any reports from Grand Manan we would undoub-
telly have had records of large flocks there at this tino,

A Fisher, Martes pennanti, taken ncar Juniner was mouvnted and presented to
ac Museun collsction by the Gams Division of the Department of Lends and Mines,
This large menber ¢f the weasel family is a valuabls furbearcr, but very scarce,
71th an estimated population of 10,000 in Canada nf which very fow apg in New Bruns-
wick., It is about the size of a Fox but snends most of its time in troes.

If our nild winter has made you hopaful thnat paln trecs shoull be arowing
Aere in a year or two you will be interested to know that there have beon ns
nild winters in the past. There was practically no snow a¢ Saint John in 1768-69
and 1770-71, 1In 1807 the river was still open at Wondstock January 8th, and on
February 19th heavy rain took away the snow and the ice ran out, Therc wore haavy
-ains and floods at Norton in February 1824, On Christmas Day 1822 the grass was
reported very green at Norton and the ferry at Hannton was used nearly all winter.
The winter of 1830-3l was still nilder. The winters of 13839-40 and 1847-48 were
2lso extremely nild, Again in 1905-06 peonle were asking, as now, "Why is the win-
tor so nildp"
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I have received copics of "Evening Grosbeak Survey News" pubdlished by a group
in Wew Englend studying the movements of this bird. I woulé like t- have reporis
of ifs occcurrence espocially if any with coloured bands on the lezs are seen,

Each colour combination refers to a different region, IF anyone is banding them
in Maine or the Maritimes a green band is called for,

In casual observation of our great gull flocks at Saint John this winter, I
have so far identified only the two common specics - Herring Gull and Black-backed
Gull., The nmore northerly white s»ecies, the Glaucous ant Iceland Gulls, should be
on our coasts now, The Kittiwaks which is usually common at Graand Manan is seldom

found uwp the Bay, and to see an Ivory Gull this far south is an event,

The prize record for this scason to date is a Mourning Dove first seen alive
and later founld Acal just before Christnas noar Saint John, It was brougcht to the
Museun for identification by C, H, Foss, This is a common zamc Dird of the cent-
ral and southern states and is a rare but regular sumnoer resident in New Brunswick,
It should be hardy enoush to winter here where it can get snsugh food as a few
winter regularly in Maine,

A Compton Tortoise-shell butterfly brought in to the Museum alive on January
Srd seemel something remerkable to the porson who brought it but actually was
nothing extraordinary as this specios hibornates and comes ont to lay ogzs in the
spring, Any warm s»cll in winter may start it flying,

I have had roports of geveral strange dirds which the person who saw them
oither could nct identify or suspected ta be somo species ‘qt ;ni wandered far
fronm home, Usually such birds if found Acad and shown to an oxport turn out to be

a not uncommon species althourh qonatzwos in an unfaniliar plumage. I always

think of a story to0ld mo by Hoyes Lloyd, vetcran ornltuologist of Ottawa; a strange
bird was described toc hinm with yellow patches on it where no known bird had yollow,
He Jjust di‘n't believe the story until someons latsr mun-1 the bird dea’ and
brought it to him, It turned ouvt to be a Purple Finch in which much of the rorple
had been repleced with yesllow. I might add that such changes in plunage are un-—
believably rare,.

A Herring Gull was reported along the St, John River at Woodstock December
2nd to 8th, This must be nearly a record for thet lccality.

4 report of a Gray Squirrel at Woodstock Decenber 2nd nakes nme wonder how
comnon it is in that area, It is quite common in Fredericton bdut althoush re-
ported from Rothesay I have not hoard of it beins seen in Saint John, - The Gray
Squirrel reaches the northoastern limit of its range in New Brunswick., A “enort
which I had from Potitcodiac a fow years ago is ny farthost esst rocord and Wood-
stock the farthest north, This squirrel looks several timcs the size of the COm=
mon Red Squirrel, I would like to hear about its abundance in various districts
and any records further east or north,

We continue to get reports from the Saint John Aistrict on the Fungarian Par-
tridge which was introduced in southern FNow Brunswick twenty ycars ags., Whore
¢lse are they now found and are they increasing or decreasing?
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The spring migration of birds has already started; the sap has been running in
the sugar maples for some timej in southern New Brunswick the grass is growing in
sheltered cornersj even the casual naturalist is aware of a reawaekening Nature,

ature News was mentioned recently in the Educational Roview and since then
many teachers have requested copies, I would appreciate any comments, suggestions
or useful information these teacheors may have to offer aftor reading a copy or twe,

Our next number should appear about the middle of May and I would like reports
on flowers, birds, cte, seon in various parts of tho province before that date,

The Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara) is undoubtcdly the earliost flowering plant
in this region but perhaps our last yoar's rocord of March 3lst can bs bettered,

W. A. SQUIRES, CURATCR,

CRCRE I B R R R e I e I I B O A A I B O I )

I consider the Crow the true harbinger of spring in southorn New Brunswick, A
fow romain all winter but they are on the whole quiet birds with a very meck "caw',
Then some morning in March thers is a new urgency in thair voice and there also
seens t6 have been a sudden increass in numbers. I noticed this phenomenon this

year at Saint John and Fredericton March 10-12,

A flock of twenty Juncos appeared at Fredoericton March 9th, an unusually ocarly
date for so large a nunber,

But there are several reports to makse for winter before we become engrossed
with signs of spriag,

Miss MacCoubrey writes about a trip from Grand Manan to St, Andrews, January
25th, Botween Campobollo and Deer Islands there werce thousands of Dovekics, and
about a hundred Razor-billed Auks, Proeviocusly on December 12th, 1950, botween
L'Etete and Deer Island she had scon several flocks of Murrcs and two Puffins, On
January 30th thers was a very largs flock of Eicder Ducks and also a fow Old-squews
near Deer Island,

Mrs, A, L, Stockwell of Fairvale, St, John County, tells what can happon when
food is put put for the birds. On February 2nd she was feoding Black-capped Chicka-
dees, Acadian Chickadoes, Halry and Downy Woodpeckers, a Song Sparrow, Troe Sparrows,
Golden~crownod Kinglots and a Junco, Tour Ruffed Grouse were also interested,

DiAd you ever see a black patch on the March snow in the wocds and all of a sud-
den realize that it was alivo —- made up of countless tiny insects? Thess are
Springtails and belong to the very prinitive Collenbola but are usually called
Snow Fleas, They do not jump with their legs. A tail-like appoendage is folded
under the ablonen and this is usod as a spring to give locomotion, Thsy are comnon
in the woods at all times but are only really noticeable when seen against white
SNoW,
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Response to my request for records of the Gray Squirrsl indicats that it occurs
quite gencrally in southwestern Iew Brunswick but “oes not extend the limits of its
kmown range here, Thanks tc all who wrote in about it,

My first report of Evenins Grosbeaks noar Saint John this winter was for seven
seen about March 15th, mall flocks were seen at St, Andrews Decembor 19th and
January 18th; twenty were counted at Frodericton March 10%h and forty-two with
others in the neighborhood March 17th, The lattor is the larsest flock I have
ever had roported,

Some corrospondents seem to consifer the Pine B8iskin (Pinc Finch) Unesmmon,
This is not the case, They occur in large flocks but usually alizht in the tree
tops. I heard thls gnocios at Fredericton on Harch 17th and then suddonly they
were on tha ground close t0 no ~— hundreis beyond counting,

Northern Bald Engles are soen rarely in wintor, Thore is oven an sncient
bresding rocord for Grand Manan when 8ggs were foun’ frozea in a nest in February,
They are seen ocensionally at Saint John and about March 5th one in adult plumage,
with white head and tall, was reported proyin: on American Golden~ayves (Whistlars)
on the S%, John River at Land's End oppositeo Westfield, It would swoop down and
scize the ducks an'l thon carry then to a troe for lunch,

Canada Geese appesr in the lower St, Jom valley regularly every srring and
fead in the fislds for several wecks before noving northward, I have ha?d renorts
of them at many noints from the lower Kiniston peninsula to Jensaeg, This yenr
they amdeared at Grassy Island near Ock Point on ifarch 15th and nay have been in
the vicinity as early as March 11th, They will often -ermit close androach at
this season,

Stanley Gorian reported a flock of about twenly Robins in flicht at Oalk Point
March 15th, It is of coursc inpossidle to say whothor thesc wero very carly
spring migrants or a grous which had wintcrol in the nrovinee,

Thero is still much to lenrn about the Bobeat or Wildent, Lynx rufus, which
is so comnion in this province, Mamnal books tell us thnt this species is thirty-
two to forty-two inches long (nose to tho on? of the short tail) and weishs usually
fifteen to twenty-five pounds and »ossibly vp to forty wounds, We hear nany runors
but have no acutal data of rueh larger Bobeats killed heroe, The Nova Scotia
Bobeat Lynx nisas or Lynx rufus idag is roportedly ruch larcer than the tyrical
Bobeat Lynx rufus rufus, Thors are cne thousand or nore Bobeavs killed in Wew
Brunswick every yoar., If we covld £ot the acourate measurcnonts nnd weirhts of
only a fow of thesc we night Jstorninc whether thore is one or two subsnecizs of
tze Bobeat in the province, Skulls would be very wscful in this setudy,
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Former numbers of Nature News have perhaps been top heavy with bird notes so
I am taking advantago of tho spring socason to refer to many of the carly flowors
at this tine,

Two of ny most faithful corrospondonts, Miss May Arnand of Jacksonvillo and
Miss Willa MacCoubrey of St, Androws hove nado nany valuod contributions froa thar
rospoctivo districts,

W, A. SQUIRES
CURATOR

R R AR I )

Tho past wintor saw possibly the groatest incursion ovor of tho Zvoning Gros—
boak in contral Now Brunswick, In tho March "Nows" I roportoed a flock of foriy-
two on Marci 17th at Frodoricton, the largiast svor brought to myr attontion. 4 wook
lator a flock of sovonty-five by actual count was rocordod, & siall flock was ro-
portod at Upper Woodstock, April 20th,

Mr, and Mrs, Bort Moors of Andover saw a Meadowlark in Carlcton County on
March 27th, Roports of this bird, rare in this provinco, arc on the incroase and
the bird itsolf may also be increasing herc, It has boon soen in summor and on a
fow occasions in winter at Woodstock, Kzswick, Barker's Point, Lincoln and nany
tines in tho Sussex area, The Meadowlark belongs to the Blackbird fanily and likeo
the Blackbirds is an carly migrant, being due in late March, This spocics rmust
not be confuscd with the Horned Lark which belongs ‘to the Lark fanily and is vory
~bundant in somc districts of the province in late winter and spring, The lattor
we secn at St., Androws, March 7th and 18th and at Jacksonvillec, April 19th,

I did not got any reports on Coltsfoot earlicr than March Jlst whon it was in
bloom last year, but saw a railway ombankmont yellow with it here at Saint John
on April 6th and it was soon at St. Andrews, April 8thy It continues to bo con-
fused with tho Dandelion oven by ocur local radic commoentators. The Dandelion scl-
don bloons before the last weck of April,

The spring flowers all sconod %o cone out at once in central MNow Rrunswick,
The Rod Trillium, Dog Tooth Viclet and Blue Violet were in full bloom at Frodoric—
ton by the last of April, On May 20th I found tho Painted Trilliun, Scssilo-
leaved Bellwort and Purple Twisted Stalk blooming in profusion in the University
of New Brunswick Farost., The Yellow Violot was cut at Frodericton nn the sane Aay
and was reported at Jacksonville along with Toanflowor,

On May 24th I made a trip to the flats alons the Nashwask River where Fiddlo—
heads grow in abundance. Thesc coiled fronds of the Ostrich fern, so nHooular in
Wow Brunswick as a spring green, were alroady wafolding and much furthor advancod
than they had been in the samc place nn June 12, 1950, EHore the Snall-flowered
Anenonc was already dropping its petals on May 24th and the Cuckoo Flower (Garda-
nina pratonsis) was in full bloon, °

The most striking spring-floworin;: shrub in southern Fow Brunswick and in
much of eastern North Anmorica is the Shadbush —— known colloquially in southern
N. Bs 28 3ilberry; in Nova Scotin as Indian Pearj in Quebec as Poirier or Petites

Poiresg in the west as Saskatoon Zerry; and generally as Juneberry, Serviccberry
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and Sugar Plun, There aro at least threc spocios of the Shadbush in the province
ronging in slze from throo fiot shrubs to thirty foot trees. The Shadbush bloons
Just as its loaves are unfoliing, I saw n fow bloons coning ~ut at Welsfors on
May 1l1th and by tho 20th it was 1“ full bloon everywhere,

Tho Red Chorry also known as Jird Cherry, Pin Cherry, and Corisc 316té bhlos—
sons just a littlo later and ig often ﬂﬁﬁiusaﬂ with the Shndbush, Dotk have five
walte petals but in tho Shadbush these are lons and slonder whilo in tho Cherry
they are short and nearly round, This G Cherry was just blossoning at Rothessy on
Moy 20th and by May 28th was to be seen throushout southern II. 3. Joth shrubsg
were reported in blocn at Jacksonville on May 20th,

Mrs, Marshall, teacho? at Upper Joyside, Charlotte County, reportci Trec Swal-
lows therc on Ap r11 14th ani Dluebirds Aoril 16th, Dlushirds have nested in bird
houses there fur soveral scasons rearing two broods ench year, Omlluebird was
seen at Jacksonville on dpril 1lth, Teinh a closo relative of the Robin it arrives
about the sane tinme often Juring the last weok of March,

Grosbenk, rowa

nto tho schoolroon

Miss Viviea Towler has had snecinens of the Roge-hreasted
1
ught 1

Creeper, “lackburfnian Warhler, and Oli?@“bwu—@d Thrush bro

4o

at Fairville recently, all nigratiosn casualties,

Miss Willa MacCoubrey reports soeing the rather rarc Drown Creeper at 8t,
Andrews six or soven tines since March 3lst,

A flock of Cedar Waxwings was reported at St. Andrews from the nicdle of
March to the niddle of April and another flock ( twenty-six) at Woodstock, April 20th,

The Drant, the snall Gooso which nearly Aied out in the 1930's after tho failure
of narine uol&rass, its chicf food, appears tc have incroased substantially, Largze
flocks were reported at Grand Manan on March 20th, This species nigrating north
along the coast of Wew Jrunswick has a number of favorite stopping placces where it
nay be studied in April and early Mar —— Maces Jay, Tabusintac lagoon and the Nay
of Chaleur, The Drant flocks this snring, espocially -n the Horth Shore, were
roported greatly incroascd over recent years Yot nothins like tho nany thousands
of the 19201's,

After a rocont lecturo at which I nontirnc? iho hiboernding habit of our snakes
I was much interested whon a nenber of the audicnce told ne about disring up a
nixed group of Garter Smakes, Groen Snakes and Red-bellied Snakes all dornant, I
wovlc have ezpected the vari-us specics to hibernate separately,

In a recent publicatisn nn "The Orchids of Maine! which has Just coms to ny
cesk I note that the Ran's Hoad Lady's Sliper which has never been rocordoed in
Yoew Jrunswick has beon found at Mars Hill, Arosstock County, close to the T, 3,
border, If anyone knows of the ocurrence of this orchid or of the Lin ge Yellow
Lady's Slippor, Small Yellow Lady!s 51133br or the very larse Showy Lady!s Sliover
I would appreciate records of thom, I beliove that sone of those arc rmuch COMMICH~
er in this province than our rocords would: indicate, i

Tho White-tailled Deer apparently wintered very well, 1In ea arly April travel-
lors on the C,P,R, betwoen Welsford and Macl’an saw nany of thom feedins near the
tracks apparently indifferont to the passing trains, One railwny man counted
twanty-five in the six miles botween Wirral and Hoyt,
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FOREWORD
The holiday season has delayed this aumber of the ¥ews and it wil P70~
ably be August before it goes in the mail,

I had numerous replies to my qucsiions in %he May "iows" about Ladyls
Slippers and conclude that the Yellow Lady's Slippor is not uncommon in many Adige
tricts and thet the Showy lLady's Slipnmcr, although rarc, is widoly 2istributod
at lecast in southorn ard westorn Fow Srunswvick,

If your summcr adventurings disclose nay bdirdg op flowors, minorals or animals
of more than passing intorest lot us kncw sbout it 4o add spice %o our Septembor
numbor.

. ¥, Ae Squircs, Curator,
sesssssbbosnssnsseis

Do jou find yollow tho predoninating wild flower colous in Jow Brunswick in
swinor or doos it just scenm that way to me? I have travollcd pony 2ilos of pro-
vinecial roads during the past month and thiniing back I sec Yollow Glovor, the
tiny Scdum sonotines called Golden Moss, sovoral Eawkwools, —— Dovills Paint-
brush, King Dovil, and Conada -~ August Dandelion which staris blooning in Juno,
Bl~ck-oycd Susan, and Gollearod in ocvor ineroasing profusion, 0 amio onlr a fow,

Yellow is of courso not the only eolour, The rauve bloon of Joo Byc Woolk e
20t to be confuscl with the clesecly rclatol whitc Bonogcht —— ig vory conspicucus
in swenpy placcs, and Blucbell although orought to tho provinecs as a garden flowor
is found in groat clumps by tho roalside in many placos, Whito Astors are alrendy
apsonring nad the blue and purple snocios pa typical of £a1l will not bo far behlad,

If you want to know wirich Goldenrod you lawey vou have a ronl predlon to
solvc as wo have no loss then 20 Aifforent kinds, The sane thing applice to Astors
but if you arc really curious I shall bo zla® +o itentify spocics of oithor,

If you have noticel the profusinn of BEllor alans our Fow Brunswick roals
you will hiave notel that while sene have ~sreat clustors of searlot Bworrics othor
bushos arc 8%ill covored with wilte dlocus, Actually we hove twe 8200108 == Rod-
borricd Elder, also callod Stinkdng Blder an’ Snako-borry, wiich bloons in oarly
June and has bright rod borrics 8ll the rost of tho sunnery ant the sa-callod
Common Elder, which “lossong in late July and sarly Ausngt and produccs purnle of
black, rarcly scarlct, borries in carly fell, I 7o not find the "Common® Ilier
nearly as conmcn in this province as the nans sugscets Tut it is in Sloonm along
rmiles of hishway in tho Shefficld -~ Jonses arca, It is found corxwonly rmach
farther south in the Unitod Statos than the first noams? gpocics,

Most of our “irds have nestol Anl roarcd thoir yow.z sizec our Laak issuo,
Sorzo spocics are now husy with socon broods,

Miss MacCocubroy of §t, Andrews writcs of furpriging a Weclecock in May, which
flow up earryins a youn~ cne betwoon its foct, This is said to Le a cormon hadit
of the Woodecek but it is not ofton notod by olscrvors., She nlss saw hor fipet
Goldonmcrownel Kintlot's nest on July 17th. at Dnko Utooin,
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On July lst James Bond of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia,
called on me in Fredericton and took me to Lower Burton where he had seen a Short-
billed Marsh Wren earlier in the day. e again located it and as it perched on
tall grass in a swampy place it sang vociferously. This species was first recorded
in New Brunswick near Midgic, Westmorland County, in July 1949. Lower Burton,
Sunbury County, is the second locality where it has been found. As only one in-
dividual was seen it is too soon to say that there is a colony here.

At last I have seen a Meadowlark, in fact two at once, in this province.
Several observers have reported this member of the Blackbird family with the con-
spicuous yellow and white markings to me from Sussex, Keswick, etc., but on July
11th I found it myself at Fredericton, my first record since I saw it in the
United States in 19230,

James Bond visited the islands of Miscou and Shippegan on July 7th and 8th
ana, among fifty-five species of birds found there, reported Horned Larks common.
On July lst we saw and heard several Horned Larks on the Fredericton Air Port at
Lincoln. These were all presumably the Prairie Horned Lark.

Mr. Bond also reported Black-crowned MNight Herons at Shippegan and Pokemouche.
It is interesting to note that records of 70 years ago reported these Herons
nesting at Tracadie and River Charlo in this same general region.

Reports of several Gray Squirrels seen at Summerfield north of Florenceville
some years ago extend the range of this animal in New Brunswick as I know it,
nearly 20 miles farther north.

There are numerous reports of Moose in some districts in southern New
Brunswickes I even saw a Cow lMoosec myself in Queens County on June 24th. However
when anyone suggests that there are enough Moose for an open hunting season it
should be realized that the total number of HMoose in New Brunswick is undoubtedly
still considerably less than the number of deer shot every year. One open season
if pursued vigorously could decimate the Moose population.

Dr. J.C. Medcof of the Atlantic Biological Station, St. Andrews, recently
sent me the shells of several quahogs, or round clams, a colony of which has been
found within 10 miles of the Station. This clam is common from Florida to Mass-
achusetts and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence but, except for a few isolated colonies,
is unknown in betwecn in the cold waters on the coast of Maine, New Brunswick,
and Nova Scotia. To explain this interrupted range it is argued that in geolog-
ically recent times the North Atlantic shore of New Brunswick and Maine was much
warmer than it is at present and that quahogs, oysters, etc.; occurred throughout.
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FOREWORD

We like to select material for this Bulletin with as wide an appeal as
possible, If there is any natural science subject or question you would like
included please write me. You will notice that few of the following notes
came from readers. Send in your records on birds, mammals, insects, plants,
etc., and let me deeido whether I can uso then or not.

It is proposed to oxperinent with a Nature Study Group at the Museum with
the first neeting to be hold probably at 8,30 PM November 5th, If you are inter-
ested send in your nane or call the Museun offico and & notice will be sont you
wien final plans arc nado,

W. A, Squires, Curator

Tt

I had a recent inquiry from the Wildlifo Scrvice about relative nunbers of
Cedar Wexwings. Apparently thore has boen a suspicion that DDT sprays have boen
killing off this species, If anyone has soen large flocks this surmor I should
appreciate hearing sbout then,

Mr. Frederick A. Saunders of South Hadley, Mass, wrote mc that he saw a
Black Torn near Dalhousie on July 12, Although there is a snall breeding colony
noar Lakeville Corner, Sunbury County, this species is extrenely rare here and
this is our first record for the north of the province, Mr, Glen Woolfenden of
Westfield, Now Jersey, saw one at Machias Scal Island south of Grand Manan June
2l, 1950, and enother August 25 and 26, 1951,

Mr. Woolfonden also reported finding a dead Yellow-breasted Chat on Machias
Seal June 11, 1950, where it had been killed at the lighthouse sone tine previously
and another flew in fron the north and alighted on the seaweecd near hin August 23,
1951, These are the fifth and sixth rocords and the third specimen found in the
province. Curiously enough this species was found in Grand Manan and St, Ancrews
in December 1941 and 1942 when it should have been in Central America,

At Saint John a couple of weeks ego & number of dead Starlings found at tho
base of an electric power tower were credited with causing a short circuit which
cut off the power to one section of the city and also electrocuted the Starlings.

When we read in the pross that approximately 22,000 deor were killed in 1950
it is hard to realize that dcer were formerly vory scarco in this province, In
the 1850s and 1860s the dcer wero restricted to Charlotte County and their numbers
were kept down by the wolves. Since the wolves have been exterminated here the
teer have increased greatly. Just over 2,000 were cstinated as the legal kill in
1914 and 1933 was the only year reporting over 20,000 before 1950,

When hunting licenses were introduced in 1890 the authorities thought we had
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two spocies of white-tailed deer as the hunter was allowed ono nooso, two cariboun
three deer, and three red deer, The law restricted the number anyone could kill in
a year to this figure but only non-residonts had to have a license, The socason was
Septenber to May

The predoninant yellow of our sumer roadside flowers mentionod in our last
;ﬁnbei :aema to have give way in nany places to the beautiful dlue of the Conmon
ue ster,

We all realize that nuts are nutritious food and mako use of all those on sale
in the s:ores but do we know how nany native nut~bearing trees there are in the
province

I have watched large flocks of Bluejays and Grackles foasting on the abundant
crop of Beechnuts in the Frodericton areas this fall, Hunters like to sece & good
crop of Beechnuts as the doer fatten on then,

The Hazelnut, Corylus cornuta, is faniliar to cvery country boy who wies with
the squirrels in collecting this crop and gets his fingers filled with spines by
plucking the nuts too soon, The Hazelmut is & shrub seldon over 15 feet hizh and it
is often abundant in neglected fence rows,

The Butternut, Juglans cincreca, also called White Walnut as it belongs to the
sane gonus as the commercial Walnut, is very cormmon in the Saint John River valley,
I was surprised to find that this tree was not listod in Roland's recent "Flora of
Nova Scotia but I find that Gray's Manual gives its northeastern limit as western
New Brunswick. The chief reason why this nut is not grown comnercially is the fact
that it is very difficult to open but the reward is well worth the efforts.

The acorns are also nuts as any squirrel could tell us, Those produced by our
connon Northern Red Oek are not vory ediblc by hunan siandards but I do not know

avout the rarer Dur Oak,

The Dalc Fagle should be permitted to suc the Daily Gleaner in Frodericton for
libel. On September 28th or 29th this daily pictured two nen and a boy at MacDonaldls
Cornor holding up a poor dcad Eagle and undorneath it was asccuscd of ckicken stealing.,
“ho pioture ehould have hnd.a black border as the Basle is a very rare bird (we see
then beceuse they are larze) and it has never been convicted of chicken stealing
vhatever other crimes it may commit, Miss Mary Foster wrote me early in September
about another Hagle being shot at Mace!s Bay, the first seen in years. - It is a wonder
there are any left,

On the other side of the ledgor Bruce Wright reports a pair of youns Eagles
almost ready to fly in Sunbury County in August, This is the first successful
breeding reported in Central New Drunswick,

The Tald Eagle is protected by law in all the American States and in nany parts
of Canada, I believe that killing it calls for a $50,00 fine in Ontario., Lot us
hope somecne does not propose a bounty in New Drunswick,

I beleive therc is an increase in the number of Mourning Doves reported to ne
this season. Mr. Woolfenden saw two on Machias Seal August 2Uth; I saw onc at
Kingsclear August 28th; and Miss MacCoubrey reported a juvenile at St. Androws
Sayptenber 10th,

Miss Alice Foster of Salisbury saw a Flicker apparently just out of the nest on
Auzust 20th. This would nean that the egg could have been laid as lato as July 15th
a very late date unless this was a second brood,
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FOREWORD

More than twenty-five requests far Nature News have been received from teachers
and others interested in Nature since our September number was relecased. Included were
two on the letterhead of Departments of Education of Quebec and Nove Sco*ia,

My book "Birde of Now Brunswick" is at last being printed and should be svailebls
early in 1952, This supplies the New Brunswick cheptor in the story of North Americen
birds and contains detailed information on the specics and subspecies found here together
with a historical account and quite a complete bibliography. To anyone studying bvirds in
this province it should bc used as a companion to any of the popular field guides. This
book will be sold through the busincss office of the Musoum, The price has not yet been
set but should not exceed two dollars,

W. A, Squires, Curator.
8eBelBBuBoBebsBebaorliniake &by

If anyone disagreed with my note in the last issuc about the rarity of the Bald
Bagle and the advisability of protecting it thoy should rcad the December numbor of the
Reader's Digest.

I have learned that this eagle is protocted in Quebec as well as Ontario but would
like to learn its status in the other provinces. I have heard that British Colunmbiea pays
a fifty cont bounty. If so this is regrettable as only rigorous protection can save it
fronm ultimate oxtinetion, It feeds chiefly on dead or dying fish being a poor fisherman,
Evidence of damage to commercial or game spcciss is so slight that no bounty can be
Justified, It is practically harmless and a scavengor.

A groat movement of Chickadees has takon placc in the northeast of the continent
this fall, This was noted especially in southern Ontario where great nunmbers of both :
Black~ocapped and Brown-headed were seen in late October and early November., I saw groat
nunbers of Black—-caps in central and southern New Brunswick et about the same tinme.

What did you see and are there any srounc now?! The Chickadees are not considered nigra~
tory so this is an unusual novenent.

Our inquiry about Cedar Waxwings brousht the information that great numbers of this
species were present at Newcastle and elsewhere in Nerthumberland County and alsc noar
Codys in Qucens County during the past suamer,

Henrik Deichmann of Moss Glen, Kings County, has supplied a number of intoresting
records, (n October 2nd he reports a Northorn Phalarope on the Kennebecesis River; on
the 28th he saw a Mourning Dove; and on November lst 30 Horned Larks arrived thore.

Dr, J. C. Medecof of the Atlantic Biological Btation at St. Andrews recently sent
gseveral shells of the Iceland Scallop, Pecten islandicus, to the Museun. These were
found in the Day of Fundy near Digby by fishernmen getting the Common Scallop, Pecten
grandis, It is very scarce in comparison to the latter,

I visited Grand Manan on October 17th when the Moses acollection of birds was pre-
sented to the Grand Manan Hizh School, This island is noted for the birds seen during
nigration and althoush the season was late and the weather unfavorable an Olive-backed
Thrush dropped out of the thick fog to the main deck of the Grand Manan IIT Just before

we docked at Morth Head,
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June and Adugust are probably the best months to study birds there but some of the
sea birds which intrigue the visitor fron inland nay be scen at any scason. Of special
interest to me were the American Eiders seen at nany places.

After visiting Grand Manan wo are inclined t5 agree with the Wildlife Service which
advocates various neasures to curb the steadily increasing population of Herring and
Black-backed Gulls which now are found in countless numbers in the Bay of Fundy and well
down the New England coast. Thesc zulls drive out or destroy breeding colonies of rarer
sea birds and many a nigrating land bird that drops exhaustel on the shore is immediately
devoured by the gulls.

In the Moses collection referred to above is a mounted Iobster which, if I remenber
correctly, was 42 inches over all length., This rmust have weighed 25 or 30 pounds. I wish
we had a sinilar one in the New Drunswick Museun., These "Jumbo" Lobsters are too big to
get into the commercial traps but are sometimes found clinging to the outside. I have
heard that the record Maritinme Lobster woighed about 35 pounds.

Around Saint John there has been a very poor crop of Mountain Ash (Rowan) borries
this fall and the Starlings have not gathered in as great flocks as usuel., Has this
searcity of berries been generalt?

The Bvening Grosbeaks appeared early this fall in southern New Drunswick, W, 8.
Nelson reported them near Saint John on November 3rd or UWth,

Mrs. A4 , 3, Williston of Wewcastle has supplicd some rather interesting data on
the birds which used Tent Caterpillars for focd last sumnmer. She saw Robins, Grackles,
Starlings, and Cowbirds eating the caterpillars and Grackles opening the cocoons to get
et the pupae, She does not mention the Cuckoo which is noted for followinz up Tent
Caterpillar outbreeks for easy living, ZEven the trout were gorged on the caterpillars,

Statistics shiv us that we shoulld not become too concerned over the occasional bird
found dead or killed by cats or other predators. In nost cases all that is desirable is
that the populaticn be maintained fron year 4o year.. Any great increase in one species,
as nentioned for the gulls above, neans that one or more other species nust Aecrease,

If a pair of Robins, for examplé, nests three times in the sumner they will start with
at least 12 young -~ including the parents 14 individuals of which only two need survive
the winter to maintain the population,

Much nore serious are storms during miaration which occasionally destrpy the whole
species population from one region or disease such as botulisn which in one year des—
troyed more ducks in the Prairie Provinces than all the hunters in North Am—rica shot

that year,



