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FOREWORD

This bulletin, as the number indicates, is a new venture and its purpose
is twofold; first to bring together valuable phenological data and other
information about any and all branches of natural science — birds, flowers,
insects, mammals, the wegther, etc.,, — in New Brunswick; and second to co-
ordinate this information and pass it on {0 those who may be interested and
at the same time %o put it on record so that 1t may be available to students
and research workers in the future. There aro quite a fow people in this prov-
ince keenly interested in nature but probably not enough in any one place to
maintain a successful naturalists!? soclety. A vrovineial association night be
a future possibility.

Rsaders are not obligated in any way but are requested to send in itonms of
interest such as are recorded in the following pages. These will be edited and
the most significant published as Space permits. We would also liko to have the
nemes of persons who would be intercsied in receiving this bulletin or contribut-

ing to it.

Once any information is put in print, even nimeograph, it will always be
available for anyone who wants to use it in the future. Your notebook nay be
destroyed but at least one copy of‘a bulletin is almost certain to be preservad.

W. A. Squires, Curator.

Ll e R —

The unusual nildness of the present winter during Decenber and January
does not seem to have had any narked offect on the winter bird population accord-
ing to reports received here. There are always transient speciess present one
year and perhaps entirely absent the next nearly overy winter producing a few very
unusual reports. In this respect also the Dresent winter has been quite nornal.

The most surprising record received %o date was a fenale Wood Duck brought to
the Museun on December 3rd followed by a report of a male near Saint John on
Docember 7th. 3Both were alive but seened unable to fly and were a month later
than any previous records in iy files. In the second instance a flock of snall
ducks was seen which nay have all been of this species.

Any authentic reports on ths winter waterfowl population in the Bgy of
Fundy should be of special interest %o observers living inland. American Golden-
eyes (Whistlers) can be found at Saint John any day in winter and both Anerican
and Red~breasted Mergansers are frequently noted. The winter Gull flocks at Saint
John are in thousands dbeyond counting, nostly Herring Gulls with perhans thirty
per cent of Black-backed Gulls and occasional individuals of the Glaucous and
Iceland species. Up to the ninute reports on other species of waterfowl would be

welconmed,
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There rust have been a very large flight of Dovekies along our coast thig
winter. They are very seldon reported as far up the bay as Saint John but several
have been found here this winter, Two were rejported on November 20th and a live
one was brought to the Museun from Brookville Decenber 21st. Another strayed more
than fifty nmiles from salt water and was kiiled at Sheffield November 24th.

The winter of 1949-50 has scen another great southern nigration of Snowy Owls
coinclding with the periodic decline of lemnings in the north. Farther west nany
hundreds have been reported from sone localities but in New Brunswick oy only
records to date have been four seen recently in Saint John.

I saw a Pileated Woodnecker at Fredericton December 3lst, my first parsonal
record in two years. This is a resident bird roported occasionally fron nearly all
parts of the province where records have been kopt with the exception of St. John
county where it has never beoen reported,

White—breasted'Huthatches haveb%%ﬁsually common at Fredericton. I banded
oné in December and one with a band was seen more than a nonth later. Red-
breasted Nuthatches, although usually cormon, nave not been seen there this
season.

The Meadowlark has always been considered a very rare bird with us Hut it
nay be increasing as there have been several 1949 reports. L4 poorly cdited iten
in the "Audubon Field Notes" apparently rneans that Goeorge Boyer, Doninion Wildlife
Officer, saw five pairs near Fredericton on July 5th. Melvin Moore, Fredericton,
reports that three were seen near Mouth of Keswick in Octobor and two at Barkers
Point after a snowstorn in Decenber, one of the latter being found dead on Decenber
12th. It is now preserved in the Moore collection.

Evening Grosbeaks should be noted in nany parts of the province this winter.
I saw a flock of 15 or 20 at Fredericton on January 2lst. This species appears
nearly every winter and we are apt to forget that it is a newcomer nigrating from
the west and was unknown here before 1913. A fow now remain and breed in the
northern part of New Brunswick and Maine in surmer being first reported neaor
Tabusintac by Jack L. Wishart in 1940 or earlier. Miss Pationce Barker saw young
ones at Riley Brook on the Tobigue River July 29, 1948,

Pine Grosbeaks aro not seen in the south of the province nearly as often
since the Starlings regularly Cestroy much of their winter food supply. They are
seen occasionally in summer in the north of the province but are only late fall
and winter visitors further south. I saw two at Frodericton October 21st and a
small flock has been seen in the sane locality nearly every day since then feeding
on apples.

4 male Junco which appeared at Fredericton January 21st when the termerature
was 10°F below zero was seeningly as content as in the sunmertine.

Henrik Deichmann has seon several Rusty Blackbirds at Tast S8aint John, 1 on
January 26th and 4 on February 13th.
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The Raven seens to have increased greatly in recent years. Fornerly more
or less restricted to the coastal areas 1t is now often seen in winter as far
inland as Fredericton. I saw one thore ir Decenmber and see one or nore at Saint
John nearly every day.

The Eastern Panther is not in tho news as often as it was a couple of years
ago but it is still in Wow Brunswick., 4 guido in southern Few 3ruaswick who had
reported Panther tracks to the Game Divigion for Dany years finally saw one in his
territory in the fall of 1949. It appeared on the road in front of his car.
Another very definite meeting with a Panther was reported to Mr. 3ruce Wright,
Director of the Northeastern Wildlife Station, at Fredericton. Two men stopped
their car within fifty feet of onc on the Fredericton - Minto highway in July 1948
and watched it leap up the bank and disappear into the woods.

There is little to report on flowers at this season but in the regions where
it occurs we should soon be on the watch for the first flowering of the Ccltsfoot,
(Tussilago farfara), it sometimes appears in March.

I an very anxious to determine whother the White Oak doos actually occur in

- the province as a native. It has often been reported but I have recently oxanined
trees in the Grand Lake region so reported and found them to be Tur Oak. Tho egsiest
way to tell the difference is by the acorn. The White Ogk has a long acorn with a
short cap while the cap on the Bur Oak covers riost of the acorn and has a fringe of
coarse hocks. The leaves of both arc sinilar with roundod lobes. Our conmmon oak

is of course tho Northern Red Oak with the lobes of the loaves ending in sharp points.
There are also English and other introduced oaks sot out in the province which nust
not be confused with our native species.

- em e e e s = ma e .
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FORIWORD

The response to the first number of this bulletin was nost
gratifying. It was sent at first only to those whom I knew to be definitely
intersested in birds, flowers, etc. and ncarly twice as nany copies were for—.
warded later %o persons naned by readers and to those who applied following
an editorial in the local press. This issue is being mailed to all of these and
to all monmbers of the Muscun as well.

Several readers have supplied information some of which has been
used in this issue. General roferences to the occurrence of birds and flowors
never have the same interest or use as reports giving the place scen, day of
the month and other details.

For the present we are going to prepare one issuc about overy second
nonth, five or six in the year. Data on the spring occurrence of birds, flowers,
etc., should be in by May 29th for use in an early June nunmber.

My thanks and your copy of this bulletin will have to be the only
reply to nost correspondence.

W. 4. Squires, Curator.

- = e e e em w e e e

Spring nust surely be here, the first Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara)
was reported in bloom at Saint John on March 3lst. This is an European weed
with a yellow blosson much like a dandelion amd as far as I kaow is found only
at a foew places about our seaports. It would be of interest to trace its
spread inlend. There have been a few spring records here in former years at
least two weeks earlier than thiss

The first Robins, Grackles, Song Bparrows, Fox Bparrows and Juncos were
a week to ten days late. Only the vanguard of the spring flocks appeared at
Saint John and Fredericton before the snowy Taster weekend. The first Rohin was
reported at Saint John April 7tk and residents fed large flocks of Fox and
other Eparrows April 8th to 12%h.

Those of us who watched in vain for Snow Buntings this past wiater
should be a little envious of George Boyer, Sackville, who saw at least 5,000
on the West Sackville marsh one day in December.

Winter Robins are not too unusual here hut one seen at 3rowns Flats by
Stanley Gorham on January 8th when the temperature was -120F is the only report
I have had this winter,
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_ Henrik Deichmann of Moss Glenn saw a small white gull with black legs
near Milledgeville on February 10th. This was evidently an Ivory Gull, an Arctic
species which is very rarely seen here in winter. I saw one at Saint John
December 2lst, 1945,

A. M. Colwell saw 15 Snow Buntings at Saint John March 11, 1950, and I
;aw E f%ock of about 100 Redpolls swoop down on s wezd patch at Fredericton
arc 8t.

Miss Willa MacCoubrey saw two Barrow's Goldeneycs at St. Andrews
December 3lst, 1949, and flocks up to forty in January 1950. Chemcook Bay near
Sts Andrews appoars to be a concentration point for this rare species of duck as
it is reported in this area every winter.

The Snowy Owls mentioned in the Fobruary number continue to be seen in
the Sgint John district from time to time: The most recent report is for
April 4th the latest date in our records for this species in southern New Bruns—
wick. This one may have been on its way north although it is believed that very
few of the many thousands which come south in a flight year ever find their way
back to the Arctic.

The spring bird migration has seemed to be very slow getting under way
this year. The Horned Larks must have been noving in February or early March
but they are seldom seon at Saint John and I have received no reports fron
other areas. Crows which were unusually scarce at Baint Jomn began %o increase
in numbers carly in March. H. Deichnann reported a flock of 25 at Fairville
March 7th and I saw about the same number woll inland at Blissville April 1st.
Thoy were mated and gathering nesting naterisl at Fredericton April 8th,

Black Ducks are usually scen in winter in the Bay of Fundy. E. Deich-
nmenn saw 20 at EBast Baint John on February 13th and James Catt reported several
at the mouth of the Digdoquash River, Charlotte County, early in March.

Mr., Catt also saw two Woodcock at the outlet of Spruce Lake (west of
Saint John) March 26th. The earliest date in our records is the Zlst.

Several flocks of Canada Geese have been seen near Saint John and
George Boyer reported 200-300 stopping over near Sackville on April 3rd.

Tho Gray Squirrel is at the northeastern limit of its range in
New Brunswick., Miss May Arnand, Jacksonville, reports, without date, that it
has been seen at Hartland and Upper Woodstock which extends its kmown range
slightly. We had one provious report from near Woodstock. Any records north or
east of a line through Hartland, Macnaquac, Stanley, Jemseg, Rothesay and
Petitcodiac would be welcome.

During the winter many saltwater fish are caught through the ice of
the lower Kennebecasis River. Millodgeville and Drury Cove are favorite fishing
spots. Geologically the Kernnebecasis is a drowned river valley and the water is
very deep, over 200 feet in places. While it 1s brackish at ths surface it is
quite salt at the botton. BSuch typical sea fish as Cod, Tomcod and Pollock are
caught as well as Smelt which are restricted to szlt water at this season. The
Lumpfish or Lunp Sucker was a curiosity on the smelt lines this winter and a
nunber of then were brought to the Museun for identification. Additional inform—
ation and a collection of spocimens of the fish found in our "inland scal
would be of scientific value.
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Does anyone collect Anphibians = Toads, Tree Toads, Salamanders,
Newts? S8tanley Gorhar, Browns Flats, has gathered a lot of information about
the local species. Specimens are sasy to collect and should be kept in 5
fornalin with place and date on a penciled label.

We have at least one kingd of Toad, one Troe Toad, six Frogs, four
Balananders, and one Newt. A few others Rey occur hero but little is known about
their distribution although they should be one of the easlest groups to study.
Few people kmow that the cormon Toad is one of the loudest vocalists in the
spring choruss It goes to the streans and ponds to breed at this time. The
tiny Tree Toad (Hyla crucifer), al though it could sit confortably on a 25-cent
plece, also has g very loud voice being the source of one of the very earliest
spring songs fronm the swanps and narshes. When in song its throat is inflated
larger than its body. In late summer it is found in trees and bushes far
renoved from its spring habitat and its colour changes continually to blend
with its surroundings.

I would like definite information sbout the occurrence of the Slkunk
Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus) in the province. It blooms very early. I have
sone very anclent reports from Charlotte County. Personally I confused Skunk
Cabbage with False Hellebore (Veratrum viride) for nany years and I believe
that others do the same becouse the latter 1s referred to in some localitics as
Wild Cabbage, Cow's Cabbage and even Skunk Cabbage. 3Both plants are found in
damp swanpy places, the False Hellobore being very common along streams in
central New Irunswick where the great bunches of bright groen leaves nay be
seen by nid-May.
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FOREWARD,

Although the primary purpose of this bulletin is to coerdinate interest in
nature throughout the province we were naturally very pleased at the interest
shown by one lady who made herself an annual member of the Museum when requesting
copies of "Nature News",

I have not received notes from ag many readers as I had hoped for but some
of the information which has been sent in is very important and deserves public-
ation in a more permanent form.

The new form has been requested by readers for casier filing. The first twe
numbers should be clipped and pasted to match., 1If you are not saving your copies
pass them on -~ do not destroy them,

W. A, SQUIRES, CURATOR,

Il...otIota..-a.at-v.l.ccncclocnltnl-oo-.ool-

I have always hoped to see an Indigo Bunting and may see one alive yet.
I exemined two in the flesh this spring., Miss Willa MacCoubrey sent me one found
at Grend Manan April 25th and reported one with Goldfinches near St., Androws :
June 2nd end 3rd, A boy from Miss Vivien Fowler's class at Fairville brought anether
to the Muscum on the 27th. This Bunting occurs casually in the south of tho
province, 4 bright dlue bird reported to me near Fredericton in 1949 was probably
this species,

Henrik Deichmann has reported a surprising variety of hawks at Moss Glen —-
& Cooper's Hawk on April 7th, a Sparrow Hawk on the 10th, a Goshawk and a Marsh
Hawk on the 1lth, and a Sharp-shinned Hawk en the 12th, We must be very sure of
the identifying marks before we name the Cooper's Hawk which is usually very
scarce here. It is so similar to the Sharp-shinned that occasionally specimens
in the hand are very difficult to distinguish,

Miss Janet Curry saw a pair of Evening Grosbeaks on her lawn at Andover May
25th. This is further evidence that this western bird which formerly was scen
only in winter now remains in northern New Brunswick in summer., Miss Curry also
reported a Pileated Woodpecker and a Cetbird at Andovor Mey 20th, This date for
the Catbird oqmparcs very favoursbly with May 13th the carliest provincial date
in my file, -

On the height of land at the head of Green River in Restigouche County,
Dr. R, F. Morris had noted only eight spring migrants by May 15th -~ Fox, Song,
Savannah, White-throated, and White-crowned Sparrows, Junco, Purple Finch and Robin.
The Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker is common in this region, '

Miss MacCoubrey found the Scoters remaining very late and in large flocks this
spring in Chamcook Bay, All three species, Surf, White-winged and Americen were
still there on May 2Uth and two Surf Scoters at Oven Head on June 5th. She also
saw a flock of Northern Eiders off St, Andrews March 24th and a flock of American

Eiders with one King Eider on May 1llth,



2w

1£ you saw the press note about the "25 pound Golden Eagle" which a game warden
at Rusagornish killed with an axe "in self defenco" *it will interest you %o know that
it was only an 8 pound immature Bald Eagle, Our Bald Ezgles at this scason nearly all
have come from the southern United States where they breod in winter, Thers has been
en alarming decreaese there and they should be protected in New Brunswick as they are
in many other provinces and states, I understand that a fino of $50,00 nay be levied
in Ontario for killing one, '

Meny observers confuse tho carly white blooms of the Shadbush (called Bilberry
in southern N. B.) with the Bird Cherry, The Shadbush blossoms first and has nuch
longer petals then 2 cherry, On May 22nd the Shadbush was in full bloom near Saint
John while the Bird Cherry was just beginning to open.

_ Miss Mey Arnand found the Blue Violet (Viola cucullata, our provineial flower)
in bloom near Woodstock on Mey 3rd and reported White Violets, Purple Trilliums,
Dutchnan's Breeches, Spring Beauties, and Adder's Tongues May 7th., Ths Yollow
Ledy's Slipper and the Pink Lady's Slipper or Moccasin Flower slong with its white
forn were just coming into bloom at Frodericton Junc Uth,

Plant growth on the scuthern coast starts early and keeps ahead of inland
districts until well into May but by midsummer it is at least two weeks behirnd,
Another year en interest$ing project would be to preserve blooming dates for a series
of plants at several stations throughout the province,

Dr, Morris sent us a list of emphibians collected on the Green River-Kedgewick
watershed, Most surprising was the discovery of the larger Tree Frog, Hyla versicolor,
which, while common in the eastern U,S., has never go far sgs I am awarc been found
so far to the northeast, I only now of one previous very doubtful record for New
Brunswick. The other amphibians are the ones to be cxpccted there; Newt, Jefferson's
Salenender, Swotted Salamender, Red-backed Salamender, American Toad, Spring
Peeper (Hyla crucifer), Green Frog, Mink Frog, and Wood Frog.

Miss MacCoubrey saw her first House Wren Hay 28th. This Wren is seen and nests
every year in the Fredericton area but as far as we know is very scarce olsewhere
in the provinece.

Tent caterpillars are extremely ebundant in the Saint John velley fron Saint
John to Woodstock, 1If there is any district where they are not abundant it might
be worthy of note. TFungus disecasc was noted on them at Fredeoricton June 1llth,
Both Apple~tree and Forest varieties are common,

Here at the Museunm on Douglas A venue in Saint John we have becone very famile
jar with the Double~crested Cormorant. The harbour telow the Reversing Falls is in
front of the Museum, the Saint John River with shallow Merble Cove is behind the
building and the Cormorants keep passing continually during the cdaylight hours from
nid-April (April 24, 1950) to the end of October, travelling from a steadily growing
breeding colony on Manawagonish Island just outside of the Harbour to good fishing
in Marble Cove or further up the river, There mey well bc dbreeding colonies up the
river but I do not know of any, I have seen them at Hanpton and Fredericton and one
wes reported et the mouth of the Tobique in 1947, To some observers they may be
"Black Ducks", to others "Black Gulls", to fishermen "Shag", but their snake-like
necks an? hovering position as they sit on poste or rocks drying their wings will
identify them as Cormorants and tufts of feathers on either side of the head give
this species the name Double-crosted.
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FOREWORD

I would like to have a larger proportion of the news in the next issue
supplied by readers., The more of the province we are eble to cover in each issue
the more valuable the "News" will be to every one,

If some of our readers are particularly interested in plants they could supply
notes on this branch of nature which has been rather neglected,

We expect to limit our 1950 issues to five numbers, Any news for the next
number should be in by November lst,

W. A. SQUIRES, CURATOR,

AR R Y N Y Y RS R Y

-In New Brunswick the Purple Martin just about reaches the northeastern limi¢
of its range and is generally uncommon except for isolated colonies, I know there
were plenty around Hempton but was pleasantly surprised to find it abundant with
meny houses occupied in the Jemseg to Young's Cove region on the southeast shore of
Grand Lake on July 30th, On the same day I saw a flock of 29 across the lake at
Princess Park, Only one of the latter group was in dark adult male plumege and
some of the young were still being fed, Building more bird houses night inercase
the number of Martins although a bird house which I had was successfully occupied
for two years and did not have occupants again in the next twonty yocars,

Wo have still more evidence that the Bvening Grosbesks are romaining throughe
out the summer in the north of the province, Mr, and Mrs. B, S. Moore report &
flock of seven at Riley Brook, Victoris Oounty, about July. 7Tth and a female at
Mictan Leke July 22nd,

They also reported & Killdeer with two young at Riley Brook, July 19th, Five
years ago we had no breeding records of this species for this province, Since then
young have been reported at St, Andrews, Jemseg, Bathurst and now Riley Brook,

The Sparrow Hawk is evidently quite common for e hawk, Although I had only
geen two previous to 1946 I have seen more than any other species since then and
have had numerous reports from others. Stanley Gorham reported it breeding at
Brown's Flats this summer and I saw two at Grand Lake July 30th and one at
Lawrence August 20th,

Bluebirds are rare enough here to report a flock of two adults and at least four
yodﬁg also seen near Lawrence, Charlotte County, on August 20th, These are the only
ones I have seen this year although several were reported to me at Fredericton,
one dead, about two weeks earlier,

The occurrence of the Bastern Panther in New Brunswick has been given enough
publicity so that nearly everyone who sees one (and some who do not) reports it,
Mwo visitors at the Museum recently reported seelng one on the roadside near
McAlam at & distance of twenty or thirty feete The local press also reported one
scen & few days ago on the road near 8t, Martins,
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A Fourist who visited the Museum late in June had been thrilled to see 2 cow
Moose with twin calves feeding alongside of the road two miles from Saint John at

Coldbrook, ILocal people evidently were also thrilled for cars were lined up for
half a mile watching them,

A lady brought a most objectionably smelling object to the Museum to be
identified the other day - she had been unfortunate enough to find a Stinkhorn
Fungus, (Phellus impudicus), close to her summer home, (After opening this package
in ny office I earnestly advise you never to take this plant indoors), Putrid
neat is pleasant in comparison, The odour centres in the green sliny slebe which
contains the spores and attracts insects to propagate the plant,

I have been much interested in watching Chimnoy Swifts at a largo chimnoy on
Carleton St. in Fredericton, Every evening that I have been there fron July 15 to
August 19 an irmense nunber (5000 - 10000 at a guess) have been cireling and ontor-
ing this chimney. This species is reported occupying large chinneys during nigrat-
ion but I had no idea that they would use a chimney in this latitude for five or more
continuous weeks, In 1947 I saw a sinilar multitude at the sane chimney on June 7,

The southward migration of shorewbirds is in full flight, It actually starts in
nid-July, At St, Ardrews on August 20th I saw several hundred Seni-palnated (Ring-
necked) Plovers in nixed flocks with Senipalnated Sendpipers and Sanderlings, Many
other species will be observed by those who frequent the beaches,

On August 13th most of the puddles and swamp holes in the York County woods had
dried up but the Wood Frogs had changed fron tadpoles te frogs in tine and very tiny
frogs less than % inch long were seen in many places,

In July I was able to confirm the report that there is a colony of Common Terns
near the mouth of the Salmon River on Grand Leke, I saw the Terns there on several
occasions, I have seen this species on the §t, John River at McGinley's Ferry,

York County, and at Evandale in Queens County,

Wm, Astle of Flushing, N. Y., banded 500 Gulls (Herring and Black~backed) on
Manawagonish Island in July - about the tenth successive year,

A male Little Blue Heron in adult plumage,the first blue specimen from the
mainland of New Brunswick, was collected at River Glade by H. W, Coates on August
12, 1950, in the same pond where he found an immature in white plumage on August 9,
1948, All the rarer and more southern herons are increasing under protection and
nay be expected in this province in increasing numbers,

Whether a country is suitable for settlement is often judged by the number of
frost-free days, If 1950 were typical nmuch of New Brunswick should be abandoned,
The killing frost of June 12th which ruined the dlueberry crop and even killed young
naple trees was followed by another frost which froze ice in some places on August Tth
~ .55 frost=-free days instcad of a normal 113 days in the central and southern part
of the province, Tonatoes were frozen at Renforth just outside of Saint John on the
latter date where normally the average is 160 frost-free days,
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FOREWORD

This number completes the first year of Nature News, The next number is being
planned for January or February, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those who have sent in letters of appreciation &r centributed information abeut
nature in their communities, I believe we have got together some useful informatien
and with your continued cooperation we should lay the foundation for useful publi-
cations on several aspects of provincial wildlife,

In hundreds of communities in the United States and perhaps two dozen in Canada
bird enthusiasts get together on some day in the last two weeks of December and maks
a Christmes bird count. Besides the recreation this can have a definite scientifiec
value if continued in the same territory over a period of years, Many of these lists
are published in the Audubon Magezine and the Canadien Field-Naturalist, Only three
er feur individuals have ever tried to report for New Brunswick and none regularly,
There are several communities where I now know there ars enough interested persons
to make a real census., I would be glad to supply details for neking a proper survey
to anyone interested and in either Saint John or Fredericton weuld be pleascd to hear
from anyone who would like to take part in a Christmas count,

We A, SQUIRES, OCURATOR,

S0 RRRLIRRRRNRRRRNRARROERD

For the first time in nearly ten years a plentiful supply of Mountain Ash
(Rowan) berries remain on the trees around Szint John well into November, In all
recent years great flocks of Starlings, often 5,000 or more, ‘have arrived in Sep-
tember or early October and ecaten every berry, Apparently food is so plentiful
throughout the country that the Starlings have been very slow in forming their large
flocks., These berries were an important source of winter food fer Grosbeaks, Purple
Finches, Robins, etc., before the Starlings became numerous, I well remember seeing
a flock of Pine Grosbeaks feeding on the Mountain Ash within reach of the sidewall:
at Saint John in December 1939,

Six Evening Grosbeaks which I saw at Fredericton November 17th is my carliest
personal record but Miss MacCoubrey saw one at St. Andrews in October 1944, There
were a nuuber of Pine Siskins apparently flocking with the BEvening Grosbesaks.

The greatest rarity reported this season was a Western or Arkensas Kingbird
reported at St. Andrews by Miss MacCoubrey October 31lst at which time it had been
geen for about a week, This flycatcher was first reported in New Brunswick in 1937
and we now have five records from July to November all in Charlotte County., A rarity
in itself is only of interest as a matter of record but this continuing occurrence
ney indicate an extension of range which will eventually bring this bird to New
Brunswick regularly,

Miss Mary Foster reported a flock of nearly fority Redpolls &t Kent Junetion on
the surprisingly early date of August 27th, These birds rarely reach southern New
Brunswick before the middle of October., She thought they were Greater Redpolls and
they may well have been but the species and subspecies of Redpolls are very diff- ‘
icult to separate, I found this out when a N, B, specimen in the Royal Ontario Museun
which Dr, James Baillie and I both azreed was a Hoary Redpoll was identified by Ludlow
Griscon of Cambrilge, Mass,, the North American authority on Redpolls, as a Greater
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Redpoll, It was a very pale specimen of this subspecies, We still have no New
Brunswick specimen of the Hoary Redpoll although nany observers have been sure they
have seen it here, and it should be found here,

We have two nembers of the Holly Fanily in New Brunswick., The comuonest of
these, Ilex verticillata, is often referred to as Scarlet Winterberry or Black Alder
but I prefer Canada Holly, It should be called Holly Dbecause it is very closely re-
lated to the Christmas Holly which is also an Ilex, It drops its leaves and only the
bright red berries persist in fall and winter in the swanps and along the fencerows,
I have not found our other Holly which is usually called False or Mountain Holly
nearly as common but it may be so in your locality. It also sheds its leaves in the
fall and retains the scarlet berries, Both of these may de preserved as an interior
decoration in winter by applying a thin coating of wax to the berries,

A museun naturalist encounters meny strange objects and discovers surprising
beliefs, 4 recent visitor brought in a small translucent pebble of guartz which he
declared was a "lightning bolt" which had split a tree into splinters, He also ine
forned ne that these "lightning bolts" always accompanied lightning but were very
rarely found as they nearly always went back up into the sky after they struck., I
thought the thunderbolt of Olympian Jove was finally laid away when Benjamin Franklin
flew his kite and discovered that lightning was electricity dut apparently Jove still
throws then in rural New Brunswick, At first I considered the possibility of a metw
eorite but as the story developed I discarded that and finally concluded that if the
pebble really had been red hot it must have been heated by the lightning as it ran
across the ground., When my visitor left he still had his "lightning bolt" and also,
I an afreid, had a very poor opinion of ny knowledge of lightning,

Talking to a men fron Canpobello Island recently I was informed that there is
only one anmphibian on that island, the Toad, and only two reptiles, two specics of
snakes insteal of the five or six snakes on the neighboring mainland, There are no
frogs at all, While these data are probably not quite accurate the account suggests
a subject for an interesting piece of research, The birdlife on the islands at the
mouth of the Bay of Fundy has been thoroughly studied and a peper publishel on that
of Grand Menan but I an not aware of a publication on any of the other animal groups,
A stuldy of the aninals on our large islands would be of interest especislly if cor-
related with the geoclogist's idea of the =2ge of the islands and data or theories to
explain the occurrence of some species and the absence of others, It would nmeke a

good master's thesis for the right person, Bowdoin College may have done something _. ...

of the sort from its station on Kent Island,

In response to ny request in our 3rd number for information about the Aistria
bution of the Buropean weed Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara) Mrs, A, B, Williston in-
forms me that it is common in the Newcastle district, -

Mrs. Williston also mentioned that therc usedl to be several colonies of Purple
Martins at Newcastle but they were driven out of their houses or at least replaced
vy English Sparrows., I would like to hear more about the nresent or past occurrence
of Martins in northeastern New Brunswick as this is about the northern limit of their
breseding rangs,

Miss MacCoubrey reported a Hummingbird at St. Andrews on September 30th, I
thought this was an all tine late date until I found that W. H. Moore had seen one
at Scotch Lake, York County, on Octcber 15, 1905, These while being Ruby-throated
Humninzgbirds would be fomales or juvenile males lacking the ruby thrcat as the adult
nales leave by mid-August, The sexes differ so groatly that it is often hard to
convince some people that we have only one spoecies here,



